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Synopsis

The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots, characters,
literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series also feature
glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format.In CliffsNotes on The
Heart of Darkness & The Secret Sharer, you come to understand how each of these stories deals
with the "dark side" of the human character. Heart of Darkness is a journey up the Congo River to
where an ivory agent, Kurtz, has succumbed to human weakness and evil, and has disintegrated
into a grotesque creature. The Secret Sharer is an allegorical examination of a timid man who
struggles to stifle the more physical and dangerous part of himself. Eventually, he resolves this
duality and becomes more daring & ” and, therefore, more complete.This concise supplement to
Joseph Conrad’s The Heart of Darkness & The Secret Sharer helps you understand the overall
structure of the novels, actions and motivations of the characters, and the social and cultural
perspectives of the author. Features that help you study includeA Part-by-part summaries and
commentariesCharacter maps that graphically illustrates the relationships among the
charactersCritical essays that provide expert insight on the novels’ structureReview sections that
test your knowledgeClassic literature or modern modern-day treasure & ” you’ll understand it all with

expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
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Customer Reviews

This Cliff Notes guide provides a clear and concise analysis and discussion of the famous Conrad
short novel. The author discusses Conrad’s personal background as it relates to the story, and the
characters, themes, plot elements, the social and cultural views and philosophy of the author, and
many other aspects of the book in an easy to understand way.Conrad is one of the few novelists,
which include Melville, Tolstoy, Dostoevski, Lawrence Stern, and Jonathan Swift, whose work
continues to impress me and has aged well as I've moved into my more mature years. Partly this is
because of the dark themes he treats, such as the violence and cruelty and savagery lurking just
below the thin veneer of civilization, the brooding and melancholy power of his prose, and partly
because English wasn’t even his native language--he even learned it as an adult on
shipboard.Heart of Darkness is one Conrad’s shortest but greatest works in this sense, and after
having read it in high school, | recently reacquainted myself with it after 30 years. | was just as
impressed as | was back then. Most readers and movie fans will know the story’s influence on
Coppola’s "Apocalypse Now," which is many ways a tribute to the Conrad book. This is a great book
by one of history’s greatest authors whose themes continue to resonate today. All an observant and
intelligent individual has to do today to realize that Conrad was right about man’s innermost nature
and that we have not progressed at all in the last 10,000 years of "civilized history" is to look at the

current sad state of the world and of humanity in general.

Anyone who has had to read either of these titles for school knows that teachers find a lot more in
them than first meets the eye. Cliff Notes are a great way to gain insight into books and get a feel for
the various interpretations. NOTE TO STUDENTS: You still have to read the book, folks. This just

helps you understand it.

This is a well written study guide to one of the greatest novels ever written. It helps to unravel all the
layers, symbols and themes of Conrad’s masterpiece. Without it, | am sure | would not have

appreciated the book as much as | do.

Reviewing CliffsNotes on Conrad’s Heart of Darkness & The Secret Sharer is an excellent way to

delve into the novel before reading the novel. Cliffsnotes provides background information about the



author Joseph Conrad and summative narratives of the book.Cliffsnotes helps the reader
understand the plot and subplots of the novel as well as a hint about the motives of the characters

involved in the conflict.
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